Heredity As Ideology: Ideas of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of The United States and Ontario on Heredity and Social Reform, 1880-1910.
The Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) of the United States and Ontario created in the 1880s departments of work dedicated to the study and care of heredity. This article examines the history of these departments and explores how the two organizations made differing use of the concept of heredity to support their particular agendas and methods for social reform. By exploring how heredity functioned as a malleable resource for the WCTU, this comparative case study also serves as an example of the cultural lives of scientific concepts.